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How to Respond to an Election 
 

We have been taking a break from Ephesians to shepherd our souls with God’s word during this 
contentious election…  

Two weeks ago we saw the importance of our unity from Ephesians 4.  A theologically-defined unity.  
one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all.  We unite around truth – God’s truth! 

Last week we talked about hope from Psalm 2–  because no political party perfectly represents the 
kingdom of God… not the democrats or the republicans, or any other political party.  So we locate our 
hope in our ruling and reigning King – the Lord Jesus Christ! 

This week:  1 Timothy 2.1-7 

As I mentioned in my prayer, undoubtedly some of us are happy with the results of the election – and 
some are disappointed.  

So, here’s my question:  Once the dust settles and the initial emotions subside, how should we 
respond to this election?  How should we respond a month from now, 6 months from now, and a year 
from now?   How should we respond as disciples – as followers of Jesus Christ? 

Thankfully, God has clearly told us how to respond:  PRAY 

In this passage we are to pray for all people, but I’m going to focus on the call to pray for those in 
governance  We’re going to see that God commands us to:  Pray for government that the church may 
know peace and the world may know Christ. 

That’s the main point.  Let’s break that up in three parts…  

1. PRAY FOR GOVERNMENT … 

1st Timothy is one of the pastoral epistles (along with 2 Timothy and Titus).  These are letters from the 
apostle Paul to his pastoral associates - so these pastoral epistles provide vital instruction for how the 
church should function! 

Here Paul is writing to Timothy – and Timothy is in the city of Ephesus, dealing with false teachers who 
are plaguing that church.  So the apostle spent chapter 1 addressing false teaching– and reminding 
Timothy of the gospel, the good news entrusted to him. 

Now he addresses how the church should live in light of that gospel -   verse 1 begins:  “first of all, 
then…”   First order of business for the church, in light of the gospel …  First of all… pray!  Which says a 
lot about God’s priority on prayer in the church! 
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Then he piles up overlapping terms to help us feel this priority:  …I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people…  That’s saying, “I want all kinds of prayer for 
all kinds of people.” 
 
Then, at the top of our prayer agenda he puts, in verse 2, … for kings and all who are in high positions… 
For us, this would include all levels of government:  national, state and local. 
 
Notice, the apostle makes no distinction between good and bad governing officials.  No distinction 
between just and unjust leaders. It doesn’t matter if that official belongs to your preferred political 
party or not, God says:  “Pray for them”! 
 
Realize, the apostle is writing this in the Roman Empire, while the crazy Emperor Nero is on the throne.  
Nero who murdered his step-brother, and his mother – and had his first wife beheaded.  Then married 
his mistress, then kicked her to death.  Forced a woman’s husband to commit suicide so that Nero 
could marry her.  Then took a liking to a boy – had him castrated, then married him (and married 
another man after that).  Blamed the Christians for the great fire in Rome, that he may have had set.  
Then viciously persecuted Christians – throwing them to the beasts, crucifying them, and using them as 
human torches to light up his garden. 
 
The man on the throne was plainly evil, yet the apostle says, I URGE supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings … for kings  … thus including the crazy, evil Nero!  So we cannot say:  
he or she isn’t in my preferred political party, so I won’t pray for them.  If the apostle could urge prayer 
and thanksgivings for Nero, you and I must do the same for anyone in office, regardless of whether you 
agree with their politics! 
 
Regardless of how you feel about this election, the response God commands is:  PRAY 
 
Consider a couple Implications.  This command means:  God is sovereign over human government. 
 
Proverbs 21:1, The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he 
will.  My favorite illustration of this is in 2 Kings 19.  When king Sennacharib of the super power, Assyria 
is threatening ancient Israel.  Hezekiah of Judah goes to Isaiah the prophet in total freak out mode 
understandably.  And God says through Isaiah these amazing words about King Sennacharib, of mighty 
Assyria: 
 I will put my hook in your nose, and my bit in your mouth, 
 and I will turn you back on the way by which you came.  
 
When you have a hook in your nose, you will turn any which way that hook goes!  That’s the kind of 
sovereignty God exercises over the most powerful man on the planet.  And still does.   As we said last 
week, we do not live in a theocracy, like ancient Israel.  The United States is a democracy, not a 
theocracy. So we have a very different governmental situation, but the same God.  
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Same God who sovereignly rules over a Biden administration.  Same God who sovereignly rules over 
the make up of the US Senate, and House of Representatives. Same God who sovereignly rules over 
the governor of California, and the mayor of La Mesa, etc. 
 
Do you believe God is sovereign like that?  That he rules over all like that?  I hope you do.  So pray! 
 
Here’s another implication – this command means that God intends to answer our prayers for 
human government. 
 
People often ask – if God is absolutely sovereign, why pray?   Here’s one answer:  because prayer is a 
means God ordained for accomplishing his will.  God has ordained that prayer be one way he 
accomplishes his sovereign will.  God is the primary cause.  But He typically works through secondary 
causes, through means.  Prayer is one of those secondary causes He uses! 
 
Phil Ryken, now President of Wheaton college – he tells of when he was an intern at a church in 
Scotland.  It was 1992 – and “it was typical for a member of that church to thank God for the way he 
had brought down the Iron Curtain of communism in eastern Europe.  From the way that they prayed, 
it was clear that they believed that their prayers had something to do with the collapse of the Soviet 
Empire.   

I was tempted to pull one of them aside and say, “You know, it was a little more complicated than 
that.  The global economy had something to do with it, not to mention the arms race and the spiritual 
bankruptcy of communism.  It took more than your prayers to pull down the Berlin Wall.”   

I was tempted to say such a thing, but I knew better.  Who is to say what part a praying church 
actually plays in world affairs?   To go to this church in Scotland on a Saturday night (prayer meeting) 
was to know what was going on in the world.   

The prayers of God’s people really are at the heart of what God is doing.  When the true history of 
the world is finally written, we will discover that Christians like the ones in this church had a profound 
influence on world affairs.”  
 
Do you believe God answers the prayers of his people?   Not always in the way we want; I recognize 
there is mystery here. But do you believe he hears our prayers and answers in accord with his will?   I 
hope you do.  So pray… including for your government. 
 
Take a local example – California Gov. Newsome.  I realize there is a great range of opinion about his 
policies during the pandemic.  But How much have you prayed for him?  How much have you prayed 
for wisdom, direction and help for the man, throughout this pandemic – regardless of how you feel 
about his policies?  What if we spent more time praying for our governor than venting displeasure 
about our governor… what might happen then?   What might God do? 
 
Pray for government.  But to for what purpose?  To what hoped-for effect? 
 
2. (Pray for government) THAT THE CHURCH MAY KNOW PEACE…. 
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Here’s where this passage gets surprising because you would expect the purpose for our prayers for 
government to be:  so God can kick out the bums; so God will strike down unrighteous leaders.  Or so 
that your party of preference would control the White House, House or Senate, mayor’s office, city 
council, etc. 
 
But that’s NOT the purpose God gives in verse 2,  that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life -  
“calmness and serenity” as Donald Guthrie puts it.  Wouldn’t that be nice in the face of an election, 
“calmness and serenity”. 
 
It’s NOT a peaceful, quiet life on my own island, or behind my white picket fence – someplace where I 
can withdraw from society and be left alone.  This is about praying for government to do what God has 
ordained government to do:  restrain evil by punishing wrong doing and promoting the good, for the 
flourishing of society. 
 
Commentator Robert Yarborough puts it like this, “Paul likely wants prayers at Ephesus to aim for 
social, political, and economic stability conducive to everyone’s well-being, that of Christians included.”  
This is about favorable conditions in society, because such conditions are beneficial for the church! 
 
An implication is – God wants to use us for the good of our society as we pray. 
 
When God exiled his people to Babylon, he called them to pray for Babylon (their conquerors) for this 
reason – Jeremiah 29:  “…seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the 
LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare”  As sojourners and exiles (as Peter calls 
us), we can apply that passage.  Pray, because God has placed us in a bigger world, and we share in the 
welfare of that bigger world around us! 
 
Jesus called us “salt” - a preservative.  One way we act as preserving agents in this decaying world is by 
prayer – including prayer for government.  Think about it…  a Biden Administration that is good, wise, 
and effective in governance will be bring some benefit to the country.  And will benefit the church too, 
according to this passage.  You don’t need to agree with all of his policies to pray for that! 
 
Verse 2 continues, specifying that a peaceful and quiet life, involves being:  godly and dignified in every 
way.  It’s praying for social stability that lets us pursue Christian maturity. 
 
In one of the other pastoral epistles, the book of Titus, these words were striking for me:  Remind them 
to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, [2] to speak 
evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. - Titus 
3:1–2 
 
That’s a godly and dignified life in action.  Submitted to rulers and authorities.  Ready for every good 
work.  Speaking evil of no one - including those of a different political party than you!  Not quarreling, 
but gentle, showing perfect courtesy toward all people – Democrat or Republican. 
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May I urge you – on the authority of God’s word – in your social media posts, to refrain from quarreling 
and be gentle, showing ‘perfect courtesy’ on social media? 
 
We pray for government so that we, in the church, can pursue lives like that! 
 
Consider a couple questions for personal evaluation … 
 

- Do you pray mainly that Christians would dominate the halls of power – or that we might 
mature as disciples of Jesus? 

- Do you pray mainly for your party to be in control – or for growth in your soul? 
 
Important issues are at play in the political world – I’m not denying that!   And it’s natural to pray for 
your preferred party – I’m not denying that either! 
 
But here’s the question:  does your purpose in praying for government reflect God’s purpose in this 
passage?   Pray for government to do it’s God-ordained job, producing favorable conditions for our 
growth as disciples  – and for our mission as disciples. 
 
3. (pray for government that the church may know peace) …AND THE WORLD MAY KNOW CHRIST. 
 
VERSE 3 - This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,4 who desires all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  Here’s an additional reason to pray for government - 
that people would be saved! 

Because God desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  That does NOT 
mean all will be saved.  That’s clear from this letter – and the entire bible.  It’s not all being saved, 
without exception… so what does this mean? 

Probably the background is a false teaching stressing elitism… that only special people or particular 
groups can be saved.  False teachers were creating a monopoly on God’s mercy  Notice the repetition 
of the word “all” in this passage:  verse 1, 2, 4 and 6.  The apostle is driving at something taking place 
with the false teaching there 

Here he stresses that All can be saved, without distinction.  Not all without exception  – but ALL 
without distinction: people from any background, race, or culture coming to Jesus! 

That’s God’s desire – and, hopefully, our desire – so pray for government that allows for favorable 
conditions for that mission! 

A mission of declaring the good news of VERSES 5 and 6… For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is 
the testimony given at the proper time.  

There is one God who wants us to know and worship him!  So He sent his Son, who gave “himself” as 
our mediator… a go-between.  God dwells in unapproachable light – 1 Tim 6 tells us.  God is infinitely 
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holy, other, transcendent.  He dwells in unapproachable light.  But Jesus Shares our humanity –as the 
God-man, to bear our sins as our Substitute, and so let us approach the unapproachable One. 

He did this by giving himself as a “ransom” for our sins.  That’s imagery from the slave market, saying 
Jesus purchased us out of slavery, by paying our freedom price!  So are many taken captive by sin; all of 
us are born slaves to sin.  So many continue kidnapped by sin.  So many kidnapped by alcoholism and 
drug addiction; so many captive to rage and anger; so many enslaved to lust and pornography; so 
many imprisoned by unbelief.  But Christ gave HIMSELF as a ransom – to free us and make us his own! 

TURN TO HIM, IF YOU HAVE YET TO DO SO! 
 
Now, catch the connection between prayer for government and that good news.  This means, we Pray 
for government that we, in the church, would have the freedom to boldly declare this gospel 
 
The church will prosper either way – whatever the conditions in our society, Jesus WILL build his 
Church and nothing will stop Him! 
 
But we pray for favorable conditions that we in the church could openly and boldly proclaim this good 
news.  We Pray for favorable conditions to be a lighthouse, not a buoy.  A buoy just floats on the 
surface of the water, just rises and falls with the tide.  If that buoy weren’t anchored down it would just 
float away.  That’s not what we want to be as a church, just going with the flow. 
 
But a lighthouse is built on solid rock – like we sang about.  It shines out to those in danger.  We want 
to be a lighthouse shining out with this good, rescuing news - for all who believe! 

So, this is praying for government because our allegiance is FAR higher than who is or isn’t in office.  
You are to pray for government because your allegiance – the jersey you wear on your soul - is to be 
far higher than party affiliation.  However you voted in this election,  please hear this:  Kingdom 
allegiance must always dwarf party affiliation in our souls.  That’s the jersey you must ultimately wear.  
 
We live for Christ’s spiritual kingdom.   You don’t build a spiritual kingdom with political power.  You 
and I don’t build that kingdom at all in fact.  Christ builds his kingdom. S o we pray …. ‘let your kingdom 
come.’  And we pray, ‘Grant us government that does not hinder the free and bold proclamation of the 
Gospel of the Kingdom! 
 
PRAY FOR GOVERNMENT THAT THE CHURCH MAY KNOW PEACE AND THE WORLD MAY KNOW CHRIST. 
 
Where do we do this?  The focus of the apostle here is on the church gathered, so we pray like this 
regularly in our Sunday services.  We can also pray like this in our home groups, and on our own, of 
course.  But I want to also recommend our corporate prayer meetings – Sunday mornings, and 
Wednesday evenings 
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I can honestly say, the Sunday morning prayer meeting is a highlight of my week.  It prepares me for 
our gathered worship together.  And it’s also where I am reminded to pray this petition, and we do so 
regularly in that context. 


